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DCFS – Court – Permanency Planning Hearing – v5.0 Last Updated:  4/24/2020

Hearings Prepares court 
reports

Permanency Planning 
Hearing must be held no 
later than 365 days of 
removal of child

Prepare court orders 
within 30 days

Works with OCC to 
prepare for court 

hearing

Determine if there 
should be a 

concurrent goal

Court determines 1 
of 8 goals*

Permanency 
Planning Hearing is 

held

Unless case is 
closed, a new 

hearing date is set 

Hearing

Is child 16 or 
older?

Judge asks child what 
they desire for 

permanency placement 
or ad litem can submit 

evidence of child’s 
wishes

Judge determines 
permanency 
placement 

Yes

No

Court addresses 
reasonable effort

If goal is adoption, 
OCC will file TPR 
petition within 30 
days

Concurrent goal?

Pick 1 of 7 remaining 
goals*

Primary goal 
remains in place

Yes

No

Possible Hearings:
- Review
- TPR
- Guardianship
- 15-month Review
-Custody Hearing
- No Reunification Services Hearing

Case closed?

Close

Yes

No

Close

Close case in 
CHRIS via 
applicable 

screens

End Process

Update

Update

Update 
applicable 

screens in CHRIS 

Hearing

Goals by Priority:
1.   Return child home with fit parent
2.   Return child to guardian/custodian
3.   Authorize plan to place with parent
4a. Authorize plan for relative adoption
4b. Authorize plan for relative guardianship
5.   Authorize plan for adoption with non-relative
6.   Authorize plan for guardianship with non-relative
7.   Authorize plan for permanent custodian
8.   Authorize APPLA – Another Planned Permanent 
Living Arrangement

Sample Triggers:
-Adjudication 
Hearing
-Review Hearing

Close
Prepare court orders 

within 30 days
End Process
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