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Everyone please join me in congratulating Mary Jo Vallie’s son, Josh, on being chosen as one of 
our USA Representatives at the 2023 World Special Olympics in Berlin. Josh will participate in the 
deadlift, squat and bench press. Josh is one of only two from Arkansas to be chosen for this hon-
or. I know Mary Jo is more than proud of this young man.  

There is a lot involved in this selection. First, Josh had to be recommended by someone. Then, he 
had to travel to San Antonio, TX to try out. So you know he and mom have put a lot of work and 
stress into getting Josh to this point.  

Let’s root him on to another gold medal. 

We are proud of you Josh. BRING HOME THE GOLD!!! 
~ John O. Taylor, CHC NW Arkansas Area Manager 



Conway HDC Employee awarded  
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Karen Byers, CHDC Psychiatric APRN, was awarded the Outstanding Professional in the 
Healthcare Industry award by the Conway Area Chamber of Commerce. The official Chamber 
banquet was held on June 27th where she was awarded. Congratulations, Karen!!   

~ Sarah Murphy, CHDC Superintendent 

Small banquet held earlier 

in the week. 
Left to right: David Byers, husband; 

Sarah Murphy, Superintendent; Karen 

Byers, recipient; and Glen Gray, psych 

examiner 



Arkadelphia HDC residents enjoyed spa day! 

The Warren School District book giveaway  
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Our clients were pampered to the fullest with a relaxing self-care 
day. They LOVED every moment of it! They received manicures, 
pedicures, hair therapy, facials, and massages from our VTS Adult 
Enrichment staff.   

~ Janna Huneycutt, AHDC Quality Assurance Analyst 

The clients at the Southeast Arkansas Human 
Development Center (SEAHDC) received a 
special surprise from Rhonda Williams and Re-
gina Scroggins with the Warren School District, 
along with a group of students. Through the 
Read Across Warren book giveaway program, 
the clients were thrilled to receive the books and 
were eager to see what literary treasures were 
provided. SEAHDC is grateful that the Warren 
School District included our special folks in the 
program.  



DDS staff  Patricia Jenkins, Sheena Burton, and Sarah 
Freeman participate in the Jefferson County Summer Cereal 
Drive 2023 
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Patricia Jenkins (black top) Sarah Freeman 

(purple top), and Sheena Burton (white 

sweater) 



4th Annual HDC Farmer’s Market 
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The 4th Annual HDC Farmer’s Market was held 
on Friday, June 23rd.  The Human Development 
Centers were in attendance selling  plants, vegeta-
bles, and various crafts produced by HDC cli-
ents.  Proceeds totaling $2571.35 exceeded last 
year’s total and will benefit the HDC Client Christ-
mas fund.  Special thanks to our community part-
ners Empower, Sales East, and PepsiCo.  A great 
big THANK YOU to Central Office for organiz-
ing and staffing the event.  



4th Annual HDC Farmer’s Market con’t 

Page 6  DDSPEAKS  Volume 8,  I ssue 7 



Comments, Suggestions, Q&A 

Please send all comments, suggestions, and Q&A to yvette.swift@dhs.arkansas.gov by the 15th of the 

month.   

DHS 2nd Annual Juneteenth Celebration    
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This year’s celebration was marked by organized walking 
trips to Mosaic Templars Cultural Center.  Tours of the 
museum were provided exclusively for DHS staff.  The 
event showcased a variety of vendors and artisans along 
with an assortment of local food trucks. Community part-
ners Little Rock Police Department, AT&T, and Philander 
Smith College were in attendance along with Wal-Mart who 
provided free health screenings and vision services. The 
Divine Nine were also represented.   Special thanks to the 
Juneteenth committee (Angel Smith, Tammy Rose, Stacy 
Curtis, Alfred Paul Fisher, Linda Dismuke, April Nichols, 
Pammy Graves, Rosalind Reams, Simone Grice, Terion 
Clark, Deanne Cunningham, Lee Honorable, Ed Wallace, 
and Yvette Swift) for organizing this event.   
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